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As	  a	  result	  of	  a	  thousand	  million	  years	  of	  evolution,	  the	  universe	  is	  becoming	  conscious	   of	   itself,	   able	   to	   understand	   something	   of	   its	   past	   history	   and	   its	  possible	   future.	   This	   cosmic	   self-­‐awareness	   is	   being	   realized	   in	   one	   tiny	  fragment	  of	   the	  universe—in	  a	   few	  of	  us	  human	  beings.	  Perhaps	   it	  has	  been	  realized	  elsewhere	  too,	  through	  the	  evolution	  of	  conscious	  living	  creatures	  on	  the	  planets	  of	  other	  stars.	  But	  on	  this	  our	  planet,	  it	  has	  never	  happened	  before.	  	  Evolution	   on	   this	   planet	   is	   a	   history	   of	   the	   realization	   of	   ever	   new	  possibilities	  by	  the	  stuff	  of	  which	  earth	  (and	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  universe)	  is	  made	  —life;	  strength,	  speed	  and	  awareness	  the	  flight	  of	  birds	  and	  the	  social	  polities	  of	  bees	  and	  ants;	  the	  emergence	  of	  mind,	  long	  before	  man	  was	  ever	  dreamt	  of,	  with	  the	  production	  of	  colour,	  beauty,	  communication,	  maternal	  care,	  and	  the	  beginnings	  of	  intelligence	  and	  insight.	  And	  finally,	  during	  the	  last	  few	  ticks	  of	  the	   cosmic	   clock,	   something	   wholly	   new	   and	   revolutionary,	   human	   beings	  with	   their	   capacities	   for	   conceptual	   thought	   and	   language,	   for	   self-­‐conscious	  awareness	   and	  purpose,	   for	   accumulating	   and	  pooling	   conscious	   experience.	  For	  do	  not	   let	  us	   forget	   that	   the	  human	  species	   is	  as	   radically	  different	   from	  any	   of	   the	   microscopic	   single-­‐celled	   animals	   that	   lived	   a	   thousand	   million	  years	  ago	  as	  they	  were	  from	  a	  fragment	  of	  stone	  or	  metal.	  	  The	   new	   understanding	   of	   the	   universe	   has	   come	   about	   through	   the	  new	   knowledge	   amassed	   in	   the	   last	   hundred	   years—by	   psychologists,	  biologists,	   and	   other	   scientists,	   by	   archaeologists,	   anthropologists,	   and	  historians.	  It	  has	  defined	  man’s	  responsibility	  and	  destiny—to	  be	  an	  agent	  for	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  world	  in	  the	  job	  of	  realizing	  its	  inherent	  potentialities	  as	  fully	  as	  possible.	  	  It	   is	  as	   if	  man	  had	  been	  suddenly	  appointed	  managing	  director	  of	   the	  biggest	   business	   of	   all,	   the	   business	   of	   evolution—appointed	   without	   being	  asked	   if	  he	  wanted	   it,	   and	  without	  proper	  warning	  and	  preparation.	  What	   is	  more,	   he	   can’t	   refuse	   the	   job.	   Whether	   he	   wants	   to	   or	   not,	   whether	   he	   is	  conscious	   of	   what	   he	   is	   doing	   or	   not,	   he	   is	   in	   point	   of	   fact	   determining	   the	  


















Julian	  Huxley	  	  	  
Transhumanism	  	  	  
Abstract.	   In	   his	   famous	   paper,	   Julian	   Huxley	   gives	   the	   outline	   of	   what	   he	  believes	   future	  humanity	  could	  – and	  should – look	   like.	  By	  pointing	  out	   the	  numerous	  limitations	  and	  feebleness	  the	  human	  nature	  is	  –	  at	  the	  time	  –	  prone	  to,	   and	   by	   confronting	   them	   with	   the	   possibilities	   humankind	   has,	   Huxley	  expresses	   the	   need	   to	   research	   and	   put	   into	   use	   all	   possible	   measures	   that	  would	  enable	  man	  achieve	  utmost	  perfection.	  	  
Keywords.	  Transhumanism,	  Julian	  Huxley,	  	  	  
Ethics	  in	  Progress	  (ISSN	  2084-­‐9257).	  Vol.	  6	  (2015).	  No.	  1,	  pp.	  12-­‐16.	  	  doi: 10.14746/eip.2015.1.2	  	  
